St. Martin's 'Weekly Bread' Sept. 8-14 2019
‘Where all are welcome to worship, to learn,
to serve in the name of Jesus Christ.’

Rally Day Picnic is THIS COMING SUNDAY, Sept. 8th!
Rally Day is when will invite the community to share in worship at 9 AM followed by many other
activities starting at 10:15 AM!
Free Picnic, Cake Walk, Games for Kids, Bean-Bag Tournament, Quilt Raffle, Fire Truck, Police
Car and Ambulance presence with staff to share safety tips, Lion’s Train Rides, Bingo, Prizes and
more!
Don’t miss this very fun event, and don’t forget to invite a friend!

Lutheran World Relief Personal Care
Kit Collection ... DEADLINE IS
SUNDAY, SEPT. 8th
If you haven't. please stop by the Mission Table to purchase
items for the kits that will be shipped with our quilts to
developing countries.
If you would prefer to assemble your own kit, items to include are: a light to medium weight bath
towel between 20” x 40” and 52” x 27” (dark colors are recommended); 2 or 3 bath sized bars of
soap, any brand (total weight between 8-9 oz); 1 adult sized toothbrush; 1 sturdy comb (remove
packaging); 1 metal nail clipper. Deadline is Sunday, Sept. 8 for packing and delivery to the
Madison train depot. “They will know we are Christians by our love.”

Important Meeting for Sunday School Teachers & Parents
To kick off our year of new learning for our Sunday School children, there will be an important
meeting of all parents of children who are enrolled in Sunday School, and teachers on
Wednesday, Sept. 11th at 6:30 in the Fellowship Hall.
We will review the schedule for the 2019-2020 school year, and make any necessary changes.
We will also discuss ideas to improve our rotation model, as well as preparations for the children's
Christmas Program. The meeting should last no longer than an hour.

Sunday School & Pre-Confirmation Classes Begin NEXT
WEEK!
Sunday School (for ages 3 through 4th grade) begins NEXT WEEK -- Sun., Sept. 15th. We will
continue to use the Rotation Sunday School Model with teams of parents and congregants
organized into teams of 3.
Pre-Confirmation Class (for kids in 5th and 6th grade) begins on Thur. Sept. 19th, with Lars
and Pastor as lead teachers, accompanied by parent helpers. You may register your child(ren) for
either Sunday School or Pre-Confirmation using the registration form located in the narthex or by
downloading the form using the link below.
Children’s Christian Education Classes are free and open to everyone. Questions? Contact any
member of the Youth and Family Ministry Team!
Sunday School and Pr-Confirmation Registration Form: << CLICK HERE for Form >>

IronMan Race -- This Sunday!
Just a reminder as you leave church Sunday
(after Rally Day events!) to be aware 'IronMan
Wisconsin' will be in full swing! The swim
portion (2.4 miles!) in Lake Monona will be over
around 9:20am with the bike 'loop' in progress
right after. In Cross Plains, riders will be heading along Bourbon Rd. (coming from Mr. Horeb via
Garfoot and KP) on their way to P and Stagecoach towards Verona and another loop to Mt. Horeb.
If you drive in the area please use extreme caution as roads could be very congested with riders
and fans. If you get a chance, cheer on the bikers or catch them in Madison (after bike portion is
complete) as they do a full marathon!
Interested in route maps? Here is a link ---> IronMan Course Maps

Welcoming All New Christian Education Teachers!

It’s that time of year when St. Martin’s Youth and Family Ministry Team is deep into planning fall
programs for members of all ages. We have specific needs for those interested in working with our
youngest children ages 3 through 4th grade.
We invite you to consider stepping up to teach for just three Sundays during the 2019-2020 school
year. Consider these reasons:
• You’ll become an instant hero to parents and kids.
• Kids will start waving at you in church.
• You’ll become part of a team of new friends.
• Because we all really do have time for what’s important and fun.
• Because there is no higher calling than helping raise up a new generation of disciples!
Skills required: The ability to read, a sense of humor, a caring spirit, and the love of God growing
in your heart. For more information, contact any member of the Youth and Family Ministry Team;
Lars Haskin, Karen Windels, Jenny Niesen, Jenni McCulloh, Redgy Nelson or Pastor Maggie.

Cross Plains Berry Historical Society Meeting - Monday, Sept.
9
The next historical society meeting will hold their meeting on Monday, Sep 9 at 7pm in the church
sanctuary.
The speaker will be Charlie Luthin from the Sauk Prairie Conservation
Alliance. He will speak about (and show a video of) the restoration work being done at the former
Badger Army Ammunition Plant’ to turn it into a green space for public use. He will also show a
short video on the historic apple trees being saved.
If you have any questions, or would like to join the organization, please call Lyle “Doc” Esser at
608-798-2147. (Charlotte Esser, Sec.)

Bible Study Start Date
Bible Study with Pastor Maggie will start on Sept. 15th, the same day Sunday school starts. The
survey results are in and we will be studying the Acts of the Apostles, meeting weekly this fall
every Sunday after worship at 10:30 in the library. All adults (including high school students) are
welcome to attend. If you have a Bible (any translation), please bring it with you, otherwise Bibles
are available in the church library. No pre-reading necessary, only an open mind and a
willingness to talk and to have fun!

Save The Date!
“God’s work. Our hands,” an ELCA day to serve our neighbors, is Sept. 29th at St. Martin’s. A
variety of volunteer opportunities are available.

Sign up today at the “God’s work Our hands” Rally Day table. Pre-ordered T-shirts, can be picked
up from the table.

September Note from Pastor Maggie
It’s that time of year again when the days begin the shorten, there’s a crispness in the air, and the
coffee-shops put out their latest Pumpkin Spice creations. Fall is fast on its way, and with it comes
another school year.
I love the start of a new school year because it is so filled with possibilities to reinvent yourself.
Whether you are student yourself, know a student, or are an ageless student of life, now is the time
to explore an unfamiliar path, learn new skills, discover something exciting, experiment with wild
ideas. It’s that newness, seeking out new ways of being and new ways of thinking, awakening our
Spirit, that keeps us connected with how God is constantly at work in the world, forever creating
and recreating. It keeps us young (at heart!) and full of life.
That’s not to say that trying out new things is easy. Often it’s the things we know we have to do, the
big changes we have to make, that are hardest of all. It’s hard to learn something different from
what we’ve always thought or done, hard to unlearn old habits, hard to open ourselves up to
strange people or ideas.
But there’s Good News! We have the most important tool a student can have. More important than
any pencil or calculator or eraser.
We have grace. We have the assurance of complete forgiveness. It’s like an insurance policy. We
have the amazing gift of being able to try and fail, already knowing that we are covered no matter
what happens. No matter our mistakes, we are still loved and we can still try again. Moreover, as
any science teacher will tell you about experiments, sometimes it’s the failures that teach us the
most.
So, no matter your age, go out and be a student! Embrace new things and study what God has to
teach you in the world. Experiment boldly, because God’s grace has you covered.
Peace in Christ,
Pr. Maggie

Pastor Maggie at the start of 1st grade Sunday School

Audio Visual (AV) Team Looking for New Recruits
Have you ever considered joining the St. Martin’s AV team? If not, you don’t know what you have
been missing! It’s a lot of fun and it’s not nearly as intimidating as it looks. (Hint: we only use a few
of the many bells and whistles on the sound board.) We control the sound during the services and
also play Power Point slide shows and the occasional YouTube video. And on Maundy Thursday
you get to dim the lights in the sanctuary at the end of the service. The commitment is for one time
per month plus a few extra times during Lent, Easter and Christmas. You would receive ample
training from friendly AV team members and would not be asked to “go-it-alone” until you feel
ready. If you would like to see what it is all about, talk to James Hartung, Bill Windels or Jeff Postle.
We can arrange for you to sit at the AV station with us to see if you are interested in learning more.
Thanks for considering this rewarding opportunity to serve!

Give Plus
As an alternate way of giving, consider using the ‘Give Plus’ app on your cell phones (can be
downloaded through your app store). Once on, do a search for St. Martin’s Lutheran Church. Then
follow the prompts.

Lower Level Doorbell
As school starts, please remember the lower level doorbell is only for use by Little Red staff and
families of Little Red students. (They don't have staff to answer if you ring.)
All others must enter the church through the upper level door by the office.
Thank you!

Stay up-to-date with Synod Newsletter 'What Matters’
Stay connected to synod happenings, news, & events! Grow in your faith and leadership! Stay
connected to exciting events and stories of our faith in action in our synod!
To receive copies of the electronic newsletter ‘What Matters’, email Assistant to the Bishop for
Media, Communications & Leadership Development, Deacon Vicki Hanrahan (vickih@scswelca.org) and asked to be added ... a great way to stay connected!

Upcoming Birthdays & Anniversaries
SEPTEMBER
Anniversaries
9/9 Oscar & Rebecca Wendt
9/12 Steve & Patty Hillebrand
9/13 Ryan & Jenni McCulloh
9/22 Glen & Deb Meister
9/24 Amy & Matt Wildman
9/27 Linda & Jim Sebree
Birthdays
9/9 Cathy Kittle
9/13 Michelle Schreier, Nolan Esser
9/15 Brian Graedel
9/19 Doris Fish
9/20 Mark Wipperfurth
9/23 Jon Roll
9/25 Patty Neumueller
9/29 John Wenning
Know of an addition? Correction? Please let the office know (om@stmartinscp.org). Thank you!

Questions? Comments? Concerns?
There's a box for that! A wooden box has been mounted on the wall along hall from Narthex to
office, across from drinking fountains, to help with communication between members of the
congregation and the Council. Forms are provided next to the box. We welcome all input and ask
that you complete all of the fields on the form, including your name, in case clarification or
additional information is needed. This is intended to address any questions or concerns people
may have for the Council.

Stay Informed!
Monthly Church Council Minutes and Financial Reports can be found in the narthex (on the
bulletin board) for your review. Please review, make copies as you would like (but please put the
original copies back).

Want to submit something for the bulletin or Weekly Bread?
If yes, please send it to the office (om@stmartinscp.org) by 2pm the Wednesday before
publication for consideration. Thank you!

Church Calendar
Wondering about meetings at the church (when, where), if a room is available, etc.? Check the
church calendar on the website—www.stmartinscp.org. Events are updated on a regular basis.
Questions? Send a note to the office (om@stmartinscp.org) or call 798-2777.

Church Office Hours & Additional Email Addresses
Summer office hours:
Mon: 9 - 2 Tue: 10-2 Wed: 9 - 2 Thur: 10-2 Fri: CLOSED
Please call ahead (to make sure someone is here) if you want to stop by. Todd (building
manager) may be in lower level office, especially during the morning, so you can call him
(444-6765) if you need access to the building.
-- OFFICE: Ph: (608) 798-2777 Email: om@stmartinscp.org
-- Church Property Management Team (building & grounds maintenance requests / issues):
Property@stmartinscp.org

Pastoral Care Contact Information
If you would like to contact Pastor Maggie, she can be reached by phone at the church (608) 7982777 or cell at 608-515-8618 or by email PastorMaggie@stmartinscp.org.

CHURCH CALENDAR
Also available on the church web site (www.stmartinscp.org)
Sunday, Sept. 8
9:00a -- Sunday Worship
10:15a — Rally Day Events!
5:30 — Narcotics Anonymous (Library)
6:00pm — High School Youth Group (lower level)
Monday, Sept. 9
7:00pm — Berry Historical Society (Sanctuary)
Tuesday, Sept. 10 -- Open Schedule
Wednesday, Sept. 11
6:30pm — Sunday School Parent / Teacher Meeting
Thursday, Sept. 12
6:30p -- AA Meeting (library)
Friday, Sept. 13 -- Open Schedule
Saturday, Sept. 14
9:15a -- Overeaters Anonymous (library)

Other Upcoming Events
Sept.
15th -- Blessing of the Backpacks
15th -- Sunday School begins (children ages 3 through 4th grade)
15th -- Bible Study begins (after service)
19th (Thurs.) -- Pre-Confirmation Class begins for 5th and 6th graders
Have an update? Please send a note to the office (om@stmartinscp.org)

Worship Participants -- Sunday, Sept. 8, 2019 (Rally Day!)
Presiding Minister -- Pastor Maggie
Accompanist – Kristin Warner
Song Leader – Karen Windels
Greeters – Phil & Doris Fish
Lector / Reader Communion Assistant – Deb Goplin
Communion Assistants – Phil & Doris Fish
Ushers – Karen & Oscar Seibel
Acolyte – Chase Rogers

Counting Team (2) – Marci Bartlett, Caleb Wickre
Altar Guild – Deb Goplin
AV Team – Jason Niebuhr
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